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101 class (Inside OYA, June 2010) and 
also had helped the youth with his 
job-interviewing skills before he started 
DOC post-prison supervision.

She also observed how the Commu-
nity 101 class taught by Gordon Kruse 
benefited youth. “I could tell the new 
kids from the kids who were at the end 
of the program,” she wrote. “Their 
demeanor, respect for themselves and 
others, and goal-setting increased dra-
matically.”

Windmill projects offer 
career potential 

Susan Lowe sees big potential in wind 
energy, but for now it isn’t in creating 
electricity. A teacher at Eastern Oregon 
YCF’s Monroe School, Lowe plans to tie 
a wind project to the local economy, 
personal finance and advanced math.

Youth in Lowe’s class are among six 
groups who are building table-top 
windmills that Frank Martin, OYA edu-
cation coordinator, brought back from a 
workshop sponsored by the Bonne- 
ville Environmental Foundation, Energy 
Trust of Oregon, KidWind and Solar 4R 
Schools. 

“If we’re going to promote employ-
ment, there’s no better way than with 
something youth can see and touch,” 

Martin said. “If they start now, youth 
can be serious about math and sci-
ence and prepare for a career in wind 
energy.” Several of Oregon’s two- and 
four-year colleges offer one-year wind 
energy certificates, he said.

Lowe said it’s possible Harney County 
will host a wind farm and that, accord-
ing to an industry representative, hourly 
starting pay would be in the $17-$26 
range. Lowe will use that pay range 
information to tie the windmill project 
to personal budgeting.

Martin said the project involves design 
decisions – how many blades and at 
what angle, for example – and will 
promote communication, teamwork, 
patience and problem-solving. 

At RiverBend, facilities operations 
specialist Steve Waibel is working with 
three youth to build a small windmill. 
He said one youth figured out early 
that the balsa wood should be soaked 
in water so fan blades could be twisted 
to effectively catch the wind. After 
building the prototype, RiverBend will 
consider how to build a larger one as a 
woodshop project and how to involve 
the community, said acting superinten-
dent Brian Blisard.

The six groups of youth building wind-
mills between now and the end of the 
year are located at Eastern Oregon, 
Hillcrest, MacLaren, North Coast, Oak 
Creek and RiverBend. Awards in six 
categories will be presented next year. 
Martin said he would like to see youth 
involvement grow to include working 
with windmills and solar panels that 
produce significant energy at facilities.

Lowe said the youth she works with are 
enthusiastic about building the diminu-
tive windmills. “These are boys getting 
to do a science experiment,” she said. 
“They’re loving it.”
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